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Baptism of Our Lord C – Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 

 Well, here we are in January.  Here we are at the start of a new calendar year.  Here we 

are in those days following the excitement of Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and even the church 

season of Christmas.  The celebrations of that special time of the year are over.  Most of the 

Christmas trees and the decorations have been taken down, and we look up from our celebrations 

to see another long, cold Manitoba winter facing us.  During this time of the year we tend to feel 

a sad return to normalcy as Jesus’ birth is left behind for the traffic of everyday life.  It certainly 

feels like the time for celebrating is over.        

 This past November I had the chance to attend the Grey Cup in Winnipeg.  My friend and 

I got to the stadium early so we could soak up some of the atmosphere.  As it got closer to game 

time we were still walking around and it was quite obvious that the crowds were starting to grow.  

There were a couple of occasions when it felt as if we were stuck in the crowd…..people all 

around us and nobody was moving.  For people who have a touch of claustrophobia, this is not a 

nice feeling.  At times like this I wish I was a very important person…..important enough to have 

a VIP pass so I could just take the shortcut to my VIP seats…..no crowds, no line-ups, no stress.   

 And speaking of stress, there is nothing like being stuck in a crowd, stuck in slow-

moving traffic, or a line-up to bring out the worst in some people.  I have to admit, there are 

times when driving in Winnipeg during rush hour gets the best of me.  Or how about those walk-

in clinic wait times?  On more than one occasion I have gone to the clinic only to be told that I 

would have to wait at least an hour and a half…..and instead of waiting, turned around and went 

home.  I don’t think I am alone in my dislike for large crowds or long lines either.   

 I got to thinking about crowds today because in our gospel reading we find John in a 

crowd.  And this crowd was excited…..not for the Grey Cup obviously, but they “were filled 



2 
 

with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be 

the Messiah…”  The people were excitedly gathered around John trying to get a good look at the 

one they hoped had come to save them.  John said he wasn’t that person, but he did point them to 

the one who would save them.  A few verses later we read that Jesus himself was in that crowd 

being baptized.  This event was way more monumental and important than any football game so 

the excitement in the crowd around him must have been amazing.  How did Jesus deal with this 

crowd?            

 For a moment, it might look like Jesus will take the VIP pass shortcut to his private box 

because he is clearly superior to regular humans.  In verse 16 John says that Jesus is the stronger, 

more powerful one.  John is not even worthy to untie the thong of his sandals.  John’s words 

make Jesus sound like a VIP to be sure.  Surely he’ll receive preferential treatment and not have 

to wait in the crowd like some ordinary person.  But wait.  In verse 21 we see that Jesus was in 

the midst of the crowd being baptized.  He made no effort to clear a VIP path for himself.  He 

did not take a privileged position with its body guards and shortcuts.  Instead he was baptized 

and remained in the midst of the people.  He was washed clean in the same river as they were, 

rubbing shoulders with rich and poor alike.         

 And this is certainly not the only time where we see this.  Just a few verses later in this 

same chapter we read Jesus’ family tree.  Luke’s gospel traces Jesus all the way back to Adam 

and does so through some very ordinary people.  It is not a line of mighty and important kings 

and queens.  There are many names in that genealogy that we may not recognize…..have you 

ever heard of Heli, Esli, Neri, Joim?  Luke emphasizes that Jesus is a part of humanity.  Son of 

God yes, but also very much a human.  This humanness comes out time and again in his 

ministry.  He sits down with ordinary people; he freely enters crowds filled with sinners, outcasts 
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and prostitutes.            

 John the Baptist was right.  Jesus is strong and powerful, but this strength and power 

would be used to serve, not to gain privilege.  Jesus used his strength to walk the humble path of 

a servant…..the path God sent him to walk.  And while he walked that path Jesus stayed in the 

midst of the crowd where the sick and sinful were.  He was born into humble circumstances, he 

lived a humble life and he died a very humble, dishonorable death.  No VIP life for him.   

 Yes, Jesus is the Son of God.  Yes, he sits at his Father’s right hand, and yes, he will 

come again in power and glory.  But he walked this earth as a man…..as a human being who 

chose to mingle with crushing crowds and all manner of people.  He was baptized by the one and 

the same Holy Spirit that baptized us.   Baptism, then, is wholly God’s work that we may have 

confidence that no matter how often we fall short or fail, nothing that we do, or fail to do, can 

remove the identity that God freely gives to us.  Our relationship with God is the one relationship 

in life we can’t mess up precisely because we did not establish it…..God did.  A relationship that 

was initiated by God and born out of love.        

 A mother was waiting in line for emergency relief provisions being handed out.  Today 

there were blankets and bread being handed out, and the line was long.  She had been there for 

three hours and there were still many people in front of her.  The person immediately in front of 

her had had enough.  She turned to the mother and said, “that’s it, I cannot wait any longer, I’m 

going home.  How can you stand to stay in this crowd?”  The mother looked at the frustrated 

woman and said, “I have children to take care of.”  This is how Jesus’ life among us was…..this 

is why he remained, and still remains, in the crowds.  He has us, his children, to take care of.  He 

loves us enough to risk life among us and to die at the hands of the humans that he came to save.  

We are so loved that even death itself is not strong enough to stop it.   
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 You and I spend time waiting in lines and waiting in crowds.  Sometimes we wait at the 

grocery store or at a football game…..we wait for something good.  But other times we wait in 

places such as the unemployment line, the walk-in clinic or the hospital.  Parent’s wait with sick 

children and patients wait for weekly treatments.  Others wait to see the principal at school or are 

within the crowds at a jail.  This is when waiting in the crowd is especially difficult and painful.   

 The good news for us here today is that Jesus is part of that crowd.  Sometimes we are in 

a line-up for a good reason, like a Grey Cup game, and sometimes we are in a crowd and wish 

we were anywhere else.  Such is a human life.  Jesus had his good times within the crowds and 

sometimes he was in anguish, and it was his identity as the Son of God got him through.  Not 

who he was, but whose he was, got him through.  Through the waters of his baptism he was 

claimed by God.  Through the waters of our baptisms we are claimed by God.  Claimed by name, 

not just on the day of our baptisms, but forever.  As you sit here today, with your joys, your 

worries, your stresses, your broken relationships, your guilt…..you are washed clean by those 

precious, grace-filled waters.           

 Jesus steps into the crowds and the line-ups of our lives and he waits with us.  Because he 

stood in the crowd to be baptized with everyone else, we know our Lord is not afraid to stand in 

line in the worst of places.  He stands with us wherever we are and however we are.  Our 

baptisms mean that he will never desert us; he will never grow weary of a long line and head for 

home.  He will stay with us, even through death.         

 Yes, the Christmas celebrations may be over.  The presents have been opened and the 

trees are down, or soon to come down…..but there is still a lot to celebrate here today.  God’s 

amazing gift of grace should give us something to celebrate here today.  The abiding presence of 

Jesus who promised to never leave us should give us something to celebrate here today…..and 
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not just today, but every day.  This coming week wherever and whenever you find yourself in a 

line-up or in a crowd, picture Jesus there with you.  Picture him in that crowd, rubbing shoulders 

with you and the rest of the people.  Picture him in whatever way comes to your mind, because 

he is there.  There for you and for others.  And in the midst of the frustration that you may be 

feeling, even though you may feel like saying something else, take a moment to collect yourself 

and whisper a thank you instead…..because even there, you have something to celebrate.  

Thanks be to God.  Amen.   

  

  

  

  


